The Association for Academic Surgery: what a concept!
I hope that I have neither bored you nor spoken of things that anyone could question or take as offensive. My simple intent was to relate what I truly believe. The discipline of surgery is indeed a noble profession. The portion of this profession that we identify as academic surgery represents a most prestigious and advantageous vocation. It places us in a position to aid our fellow man in a time of true need and vulnerability, to satisfy our intellectual curiosity, and to be good stewards of our time and talents. But, most of all, it gives us each and every day a sense of purpose, accomplishment, and fulfillment. I believe the Association for Academic Surgery represents a concept that helps each of us attain these goals. It has for me. During this past year, it has been both an honor and an enjoyment to be your President. For that I am most grateful. Thank you.